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Message from Mayor Suzanne de Leon -  
Balcones Heights ï A City on the Move 

  

Hello to all! 

This year has flown by and itôs hard to believe that the holiday season is fast approaching.  On behalf of 
the City staff and council, I wish you all a very Happy Thanksgiving and hope that you will enjoy time with your family 
and friends during this special time of year. 

If you have lived in Balcones Heights for any length of time, you understand that we share a strong sense of pride in 
our community.  The current City Councilmembers are long-standing residents who have a strong faith and they have 
a passion to serve their community.  I would like to share with you some thoughts about our city leaders and I hope 
that when they read this article, they will know how much they are appreciated for all they do for our City ï and for you, 
our residents and business leaders. 

Stephen Lara, City Council Place 1:  Stephen is a very devoted husband and father and when he has the opportuni-
ty, he is whisking his family away for fun adventures that will build lasting memories for his wife and children.  He has 
a quiet and sincere demeanor, is a licensed architect and is always watching out for the best interests of our 
city.   Stephen served on Planning and Zoning and currently serves on the Finance and Infrastructure Committees. 

Jesse Pacheco, City Council Place 2:  Jesse proudly served as a Marine and he brings a lot of historical knowledge 
and background information to the City.  Having served on City Council in the late 1990s, Jesse remembers how it 
used to be and understands the importance of moving the city forward into a sustainable future.  Jesse formerly 
served on the Finance Committee. 

John Halpin, City Council Place 3: John is a devoted family man with a very strong work ethic and is serving his first 
term on City Council.  He brings passion and a strong desire to make our city a better place and it is a pleasure to 
work with him on issues before the entire Council.  John currently serves on the Infrastructure Committee.  

Lamar Gillian, Mayor Pro Tem, City Council Place 4:  Lamar is our financial guru because in his previous career 
and service in the military, he was a Certified Public Accountant (CPA).  Staff and Council appreciate him sharing his 
financial wisdom with us to help ensure the City stays solvent.  Lamar works with the Balcones Heights Police Officerôs 
Association during contract negotiations and has been Chair of the Finance Committee for over 10 years.  

Miguel Valverde, City Council Place 5:   Miguel, or Mike as a lot of us call him, brings so much experience from his 
military days.  Mike is committed to do the right thing and works hard to fulfill his commitment to the City.  Miguel 
works with the Balcones Heights Police Officerôs Association during contract negotiations.  

It is my pleasure to work with these gentlemen.  Without exception, they are good men who love and take care of their 
families while also making sure they take care of Balcones Heightsô residents and business interests too.  I hope that 
when you see them when they are out in the community you will take a moment and let them know how much you  
appreciate them and the tireless work they do.   Balcones Heights is blessed! 

To my colleagues on City Council, the Cityôs incredible staff, and to all of you who live in Balcones Heights, operate 
businesses in our City, and work in our City, I wish each and every one of you all the best through the upcoming     
holiday season.   
 

With peace and blessings to you all, 

Suzanne  

Please shop in Balcones Heights! 
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Thank you Balcones Heights Veterans 
 

We are honoring the following Veterans that live and work in Balcones Heights on          
Saturday, November 9, 2019 at 10 a.m. at the Justice Center.  ñIt is our privilege to honor 
and recognize our communityôs veterans for their service,ò said Councilmember Miguel 
Valverde, Chair of Veteranôs celebration committee.  If you wish to be included in future 
events please email Chrissie Kolb, Community Relations Manager: chrissie@bhtx.gov. 

Name Branch of Service 

Jerry C. Cantu U.S. Army 

Bennie F. Cass  U.S. Air Force 

Benjamin Crum U.S. Air Force 

Jess Cuellar U.S. Army 

Robert de Leon U.S. Marine Corps 

Martin C. Garay U.S. Army 

Martin Garcia U.S. Army 

Lamar Gillian U.S. Army 

Christina S. Gonzalez U.S. Army 

Henry J. Hannasch Jr. U.S. Navy 

Marshall F. Herbert U.S. Air Force 

Shawn Holmes U.S. Air Force 

Daniel Jackson U.S. Navy 

Wayne Jenkins U.S. Army 

Richard Jimenez U.S. Army 

Richard L. Kolb U.S. Air Force 

Joe Loftin U.S. Marine Corps 

Steve B. Luis U.S. Army 

Charles Matthies U.S. Army 

Arnoldo A. Muniz U.S. Army 

Lorenzo Nastasi U.S. Air Force 

Dean Nelson U.S. Army 

Jesse Pacheco U.S. Marine Corps 

Jose Rubio U.S. Marine Corps 

Stanford Smith U.S. Army 

Miguel C. Valverde U.S. Army 

Carlos Vasques U.S. Navy & Army 

Charles Winkler U.S. Navy 

mailto:chrissie@bhtx.gov


 

 

 

BALCONES HEIGHTS POLICE DEPARTMENT 

WELCOMES RESERVE OFFICER  

JENNIFER REYES 
 

Officer Jennifer Reyes (pictured below) was officially sworn 
in to the Balcones Heights Police Department during the  
regular City Council meeting on October 28.  We are pleased 
to have Officer Reyes join our team.  She will be a valuable 
addition to the department.   

 

POLICE OFFICER OF THE MONTH 
 

We continue to recognize the Balcones Heights Police     
Officer of the Month since May.  Officer Jeffery Gallegos was 
not only the September Officer of the Month he was also 
named the October Officer of the Month.  ñOfficer Gallegos 
shows initiative and enthusiasm in performing his duties.  He 
has a proactive police style and a professional demeanor 
and he produces high-quality police work.  He has proven his     
commitment and dedication to the department and the    
community.ò Congratulations Officer Gallegos!        

       Chief Jahanara, Officer Jeffery Gallegos and Family 

BALCONES HEIGHTS FIRE & POLICE DEPARTMENTS 

On Monday, October 28 the Balcones Heights SpringHill 
Suites held an appreciation luncheon for the Balcones 
Heights Fire and Police  Departments in honor of National 
First Responders Appreciation Day! Thank you SpringHill 
Suites!!  

The Balcones Fire & Police Department participated in 
the St. Gregory the Great Catholic School Trunk or 
Treat event on Friday, October 25.  Both Fire & Police 
gave candy and stickers to the students. 



 

 

Who Can Sign Up? Balcones Heightsô Blue Santa is open to resi-

dents in need located within Balcones Heights.  

Where Do I Sign Up? Registration forms can be picked up and turned 

in at the Balcones Heights Justice Center, 3300 Hillcrest Dr., Balcones 

Heights, TX, 78201. The last day to sign up is Friday, November 29, 

2019 at 5p.m.  

What Do I Need to Sign Up? You will need your registration form 

which includes the name(s), age(s), and gender of children being 

signed up. You will also need to provide proof of residency. Accepta-

ble forms of residency include a utility bill, cable bill, home telephone 

bill, and a rental/lease agreement. The name on the proof of residency 

must match the name on the registration form.  

What if I do not reside in Balcones Heights? You can contact   

Balcones Heights Police Officers Association President, Sgt. Joey 

Sepulveda at jsepulveda@bhtx.gov.  

Email your name, phone number, address, and how many children 

you would like to register. Sgt. Sepulveda or a committee member will 

contact you or you can leave your information with the on-duty Balcon-

es Heights Dispatcher at 210-957-3185. 


